Center for Excellence in School Education,
Graduate School of Education, The University of Tokyo
Working Paper Series in Young Scholar Training Program

Rethinking Education as “the Social”:

How *‘the social’* be political, and in what scene?

Mayuko Ishigami, Azusa Egawa, Satoshi Eguchi,

Tomoki Tanaka, Yasuhiro Suzuki, and Sunji Lee

The University of Tokyo

September, 2016
No. 9

RRRFRFREHEFHARME FREFEELE T —

Center for Excellence in School Education
Graduate School of Education
The University of Tokyo



Center for Excellence in School Education,
Graduate School of Education, The University of Tokyo
Working Paper Series in Young Scholar Training Program No.9 September, 2016

MM EHD] L LTOREDES
— T DBCAMAREEESH CoT—

R BT GRORR) 101 2y GROXRE)
Th s GRRT) Fep B CGROUR)
A RSN CRACRE) B TSl C PN D)

Rethinking Education as “the Social”:
How "the social™ be political, and in what scene?

Mayuko Ishigami, Azusa Egawa, Satoshi Eguchi,
Tomoki Tanaka, Yasuhiro Suzuki, and Sunji Lee
The University of Tokyo

Author’s Note

Mayuko Ishigami is a PhD student, Graduate School of Education, The
University of Tokyo

Azusa Egawa is a PhD student, Graduate School of Education, The University of
Tokyo

Satoshi Eguchi is a PhD student, Graduate School of Education, The University
of Tokyo

Tomoki Tanaka is a PhD student, Graduate School of Education, The University
of Tokyo

Yasuhiro Suzuki is a PhD student, Graduate School of Education, The University
of Tokyo

Sunji Lee is a PhD student, Graduate School of Education, The University of
Tokyo

This research was supported by a grant, Youth Scholar Program from Center for
Excellence in School Education, Graduate School of Education, The University of
Tokyo.



Center for Excellence in School Education,
Graduate School of Education, The University of Tokyo
Working Paper Series in Young Scholar Training Program No.9 September, 2016

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the relationship between “the social” and
education from the two viewpoints of educational history and political philosophy.
Since it has not been certain what “the social” signifies in its history of cross-sectional
usage, the aim requires two ways of approaching it: one is to look at specific
historical events that are both social and educational, and the other is to grope through
the crossing point of “the social” and education.

In the section 1, we consider history of education as “the social” by focusing on three
cases. The first case is the special elementary schools for poor children from 1900s to
1920s. The second case is the operation of milk stations by The Bureau of Social
Welfare in Tokyo after the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923. The third case is the plan
of Koumei Elementary School’s establishment, which is the first school for the
children with physical disabilities in Japan. It will be shown from these cases that
education as “the social” has, at the same time to be an amphiboles apparatus of
exclusion and inclusion, the political possibility.

The undeveloped momentum, such as the ones shown in the cases of section 1, is
theoretically extended in the discussion in the field of political philosophy. In the
section 2, we try to reconsider the concept and idea of “the social” in Hannah
Arendt’s thought. Although she wrote critical of the rise of “the social,” she found
affirmative value about school as “the social.” Therefore, school as “the social” has
not only a negative face as the apparatus of discipline, but also another face as the
foothold of political resistance.

Through the two ways of approaching “the social” and education, it will be articulated
where the two cross each other, and how.
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