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My presentation explores representations of the DMZ in South Korean films and literature for young readers. I show
how these materials make manifest the dialectic of wartime palimpsest and ecological haven. I argue that, on one level,
DMZ literature elides thorny issues around the cost of South Korea’s economic development, its precarious security
situation, and its implication in the economies of East Asia. On the other hand, the materials’ visual grammar exposes
their unwitting entry into a multiplicity of meaning, signaling a path towards "reconciliation without truth” on the
Korean peninsula.
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