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Abstract

COVID-19 hit the United States the hardest in 2020, and the rest of the world watched the country unbearably as if
Pandora’s box had been just opened releasing curses of suffering.  What has happened to the country once known as the
superpower? 140 years before the founding of the United States was the birth of Harvard College, and it has continued
to send graduates as nation builders. The nation’s history is deeply embedded in the history of American colleges and
universities. The purpose of this paper is to investigate what Harvard University did during the double crises of COVID-
19 and the Trump administration in 2020.  The choice of the university was made not only because of the fact that it has
served as the foundation for providing the country’s leaders but also because of the fact that it has the most American
characteristics combining liberal arts with research since 1920s and has transparency over university management due to
the strong student body with its checks and balances. In addition to the traditional reports by the university and
newspapers, many Zoom videos were obtained and analyzed since they became the only medium of communication
between the university administration and the students after the closure of the university since March 2020 due to COVID-
19.
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